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Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force Releases Final Report
of Recommendations

(JEFFERSON CITY, MO) — Governor Mike Parson announced today that the Show Me Strong
Recovery Task Force has released its final report of recommendations to support small
businesses across the state. In the report, the Task Force summarizes its findings and provides
potential solutions related to workforce, supply chain, access to resources, broadband, and
support for minority- and women-owned businesses.

“As our state's economy has recovered, it’s important to continue to support our small
businesses, which are the backbone of our economy,” Governor Parson said. “We appreciate
the work of the Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force members and the opportunities they
identified to better address the challenges small businesses face. Their efforts have produced
thoughtful recommendations designed to benefit hardworking business owners statewide.”

In addition to a seven-city listening tour, the Task Force worked closely with the Federal Reserve
Bank of St. Louis to analyze the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on small businesses across
Missouri. The analysis confirmed that businesses in some industries, such as hospitality and
retail, were particularly negatively affected, and businesses across all sectors are experiencing
ongoing difficulties with hiring, supply chain issues, and workforce challenges.

The Task Force provided recommendations to help alleviate some of these issues. A few of the
recommendations are summarized below:

o Improve childcare availability and affordability to aid working families,

« Expand and promote hospitality industry apprenticeships,

e Update and promote Missouri's Fast Track program,

« Streamline small business interaction with state agencies by creating a "One-Stop Shop™
business portal, and

« Promote and enhance existing state programs and services to support small, women-, and
minority-owned businesses

To view the full report of recommendations, click here.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has challenged our state in many ways, and Missouri small
businesses are among those hardest hit,” said Anna Hui, Director of the Department of Labor
and Industrial Relations and Chair of the Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force. “The
Task Force represented a diverse array of public servants and business owners who worked hard
to understand the difficulties everyday Missourians are facing. Our hope is these findings will be
helpful in addressing the needs of business owners and securing a prosperous future.”


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMTcuNTE5MzEyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RlZDIubW8uZ292L3Nob3ctbWUtc3Ryb25nLXJlY292ZXJ5LXRhc2stZm9yY2UifQ.pU-tl5q9FiHl24YkUmi4w9ok6Sp1gyc1Bqyhbu4IAxw/s/1147319366/br/125224587488-l__;!!EErPFA7f--AJOw!TMJNkbyKC7mipH1O9yn-QrnWbYOMMGIxIlFrrqOCYZ1WJbDTmVDr2alpZu-eey6iud8xdcA$

“The vast majority of businesses in our state are small businesses, and they’re critical to the
health of our economy,” said Maggie Kost, Acting Director of the Missouri Department of
Economic Development. “Members of the Task Force put in the work to hear directly from
business owners and learn how we can partner with them. Given today’s major investment
opportunities, it was vital we took the time to understand their needs.”

The Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force was formed last year through Executive Order 21-06
and was dissolved in December 2021. Its purpose was to study and develop recommendations on
ways to support Missouri small businesses, including those that are minority- and women-
owned.

To learn more about the Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force or view its report of
recommendations, visit https://ded2.mo.gov/show-me-strong-recovery-task-force.
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